
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
________________________________________________________________________________

“Lord, Lord?”
Matthew 7:21-29

Big Idea: True faith leads to lives built on true obedience to the one true Lord.

TRUTHS about true faith in the one true Lord:
A confession that God is Lord is only true if your actions reflect that God is truly Lord in your 
life (21-23).

Jesus had just revealed that there would be wolves dressed like sheep who would claim to 
do work in the name of the Lord. These wolves, while they claimed a connection to the Lord, by 
their fruit would reveal that they did not truly have a relationship with the Lord. Building on this 
truth, Jesus said some of the hardest and strongest words in all of the New Testament in Mt. 
7:21-23. In verse 21 He said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven….” There will be some who “prophesy,” “cast out demons,” and “do many mighty 
works” in the name of Jesus that Jesus will turn away and count as “workers of 
lawlessness” (Mt. 7:22-23). What an astounding reality to consider! Someone can do “God” 
things that God counts are lawlessness or unrighteousness. How is this possible? It’s possible 
because the motive of the heart is what matters most to God. Jesus makes it clear in verse 21 that 
“the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven” is the one who will enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. In other words, doing “God” things is lawlessness unless those things are done for God and 
from a heart that’s truly surrendered to God. From the words of Jesus, a true relationship with God is 
undeniably reflected in surrender and obedience to God, and getting this right is a matter of life or 
destruction, heaven or hell. So do your actions reflect that God is truly Lord in your life?
1. Read Mt. 7:21. Discuss the definition of “Lord” that Jesus teaches. What’s the difference in 

knowing that Jesus is Lord and making Jesus Lord in your life?
2. In verse above, how do you know what the will of the Father is?
3. Read Mt. 7:22. Jesus said that “many” will say that they did things in His name. How is this 

possible? What does this mean about the need for discernment in the church today? In what 
ways do we see the evidence of this reality in Christianity today?

4. Read Mt. 7:23. What does this verse say about the opportunity for repentance and salvation 
after death or at the return of Jesus? How does this verse impact the priority of calling 
people to believe in and to surrender to Jesus as Lord in their lives?

5. Does this verse scare you? Why?



Hearing and doing the words of Jesus is the evidence of a faith that leads to life and not to 
destruction (24-27).

Jesus used another illustration to make the critical point that confessing that God is Lord 
must lead to a life that demonstrates that God is Lord, which would include not only listening to 
God but obeying God in all that He says. Accordingly, those who think that they have a saving 
faith, while failing to surrender to and to obey the words of Jesus in their lives, are only kidding 
themselves. The illustration of the builder paints a clear picture. A false faith fails under the 
storms of life, and in the end, a false faith leads to great destruction. However, a true faith that 
leads to surrender and to obedience is a faith that stands through the storms in life, and in the 
end, a true faith leads to life that stands before God! Again, Jesus emphasized in His illustration 
the key to a faith that leads to life, which was a heart that hears and does all of the words of 
Jesus. This illustration makes the important distinction that obedience is the evidence of true 
faith, which is hearing in faith that leads to doing by faith that develops a faith that endures. 
What does the evidence in your life of hearing and doing the words of Jesus say about the 
reality of your faith in Jesus?
1. Read Mt. 7:24. How is the will of the Father in Heaven connected to the words of Jesus?
2. In the verse above, why does Jesus emphasize hearing and doing? How are these two things 

connected, and how can they be disconnected in our lives? What’s the importance of doing what 
we hear when it comes to the words of Jesus?

3. Read Mt. 7:26. Do you know anyone like this? Have you ever heard the words of Jesus, but then 
went on to ignore the words of Jesus? If so, what happened?

4. Read Mt. 7:25 and 27. What happens to — or what is experienced by — both the wise and the 
foolish builders? Discuss this similarity in life experience.

5. In the verses above, what is the difference between the wise and the foolish builders? Discuss 
your testimony of this truth in your life up to this point? How does this truth impact eternal life?

6. How should you share your testimony with someone who is a foolish builder? Discuss and then 
pray for boldness and effectiveness in sharing your testimony this coming week.

The words and authority of Jesus demand a response: Are you astonished? Do you believe? 
In hearing, will you do? (28-29)
1. During this walk through the Sermon on the Mount, have you been astonished by the words of 

Jesus? If so, how? In Mt. 7:21-27, how were you astounded by what Jesus said? How should 
this impact your life from this point forward?

2. The authority of Jesus, the Son of God, demands a response to Jesus. Do you believe that 
Jesus is Lord? Are you surrendered to Jesus as Lord in your life? What does that now mean for 
your priorities and purpose in life?

3. Is there any area of obedience that you are struggling with right now in your life? Be vulnerable in 
your group. Share appropriately, and then lay hands on one another and pray for victory in Jesus 
and for Jesus in these areas of struggle in your lives.


